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\ Day 1 : Friday 16th September
There was great excitement in Lesley’s household this morning, as we
were preparing to leave for the Jumbulance trip to Rheinsberg. Lesley
& I were buttering the rolls we would need for the lunch on the bus, as
we journey to Hull. The rolls, fillings & lots of delicious stovies & apple
tarts were delivered to the bus by Lesley’s dad Ian, along with our
heavy bags. Lesley & I then walked down, it was a beautiful Autumn
morning & everyone was gathering in the Haugh. o
t .
We all greeted each other & the lovely VIP's were loaded onto the bus |
first, to avoid them getting cold. We then met the new driver Vernon,
he turned out to be a star & by the end of the holiday it seemed we
had known him forever, and it was great to see Brendan again. In no
time the bus was packed friends & family had had a quick look round,
' the doors were closed & at 11am off we went. It took a while to get
our “bus legs” but the babbles were already on the go.
Pauline - ™ What's this place called?” Gillian - ** Otterdam’s
The three new carers took no time at all to become part of the team,
they were as daft as the rest of us.

We stopped at Washington Services, to swap drivers, and while stopped |
we received the call we dread. A VIP had left their meds at home!
Not to worry the doctor would fax the prescription through to which
ever pharmacy we could stop at. So all we had to do was get to Hull &
find a pharmacy & we will be sorted. Not a chance. Everything was
against us, the main road was closed, we had to come off it & head for
Thirsk, still plenty time in hand. We passed a Tesco with a pharmacy
= perfect, Gordon and Pauline went in, it would only take a few
minutes, over half an hour later they emerged with the meds.
~ Yeah!!l On we travelled head to tail traffic, it's getting dark & |
no sign of Hull yet. Not to worry Alison is keept us all going with
her singing, it’s a bit like name that tune. Silent Night, Daniel
O’Donnal etc. The road cleared & we were told to hold tight, we
A | reached the port at 7.32pm check in closed at 7.30pm. The Captain
\ let us on. Big Sigh of relief! Not least for Gordon & Brendan (If they had
\ hair it would have been grey!)

" The room allocation went smoothly & we were all at dinner looking
smart by 8pm. Then the dancing began in the lounge & guess who
was first up.... yes Alison. Norah too proved to be very nifty on the
dance floor, she and Alison were soon joined by others on the dance
floor (including myself puffing & panting). Our first day is always

. intrepid, but I reflected as I went to sleep on what an amazing group
’ l we have & that it was a very happy end to the first day.

Glenise and Lesley
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'Y Day 3 : Sunday 18th September ™

" WLE R E | This was the day Stuart became group leader and obtained
s 18 | the bell, from Pete, who had done a great job the day before.

\After our long trip to Rheinsberg everyone needed to recharge
their batteries, ( I think they call it coach lag). So Sunday was
a quiet day wandering round the palace and grounds and into
' town. Lunch was set for 12.30 on the terrace of the hotel.

After a good lunch we made our way to the back of the
hotel, where Stuart announced that he was going for a A
walk along the lake side to the marina and once there we  Z7
{ would get tea, coffee or juice. The leisurely stroll, in the D=1
2 | sunshine, took us alongside the lake, then through the =
woods to a beautiful marina, with lots of brightly coloured houses
\and a light house type tower and a cafe! The group all had a small
.| refreshment at the cafe some of the group explored the tower and g
—glooked at the boats. Then the rain started and it turned to Scottish
\weather. So the walk back was a little quicker than the one going.

¥ | Once back at the hotel the rest of the day was

our own until dinner at 7.30. Group leader Stuart Tday
became sleepy after dinner so retired to his ,_F‘jr,-)_{ A 5&5
room. The evening continued without him, with

the group taking over the bowling alley and after se
some suspect scoring, Team 1 were winners, with

Brendan beating Iain in the play off for best player.

" 1n a closely fought wooden spoon competition

Pauline bowled worse than Pete and left with the

coveted Border Holiday Group Wooden Spoon.

TS T

As Stuart was in bed the bell handing over
ceremony took place the next morning with Stuart
handing the bell onto Elliot, with a big smile on his
face seemingly pleased to hand the bell of office
on. Stuart carried out his duty to the best he could
— and done well.

Stuart & Pete




Day 4 : Monday 19th Septembef

We woke up in the hotel and went for preakfast. Elliot then
told everyoné to be on the bus for 9.45 @S we were going to
Potsdam. gefore Elliot could get on the bus though he had to
e packed lunches for everyone. After an hour Of
<o on the bus W€ arrived in potsdam, & tour guide,
Govrdon has a; o Andrea, got on the bus and gave us an hour
bother with l«"t of Potsdam. Taking in the sights and even crossing
sausage is  the “bridge of spies” Glieneke Bridge. We had 0 -
o the car park as the German Auto Glass
man was coming to fix a chip on the windscreen.
While this was peing done Elliot made sureé
everyone had lunch.

'~ After lunch we all went for @ walk round
Potsdam, taking the chance 0 get a few gifts
for taking home. Elliot bought himself a bear.

After some refreshments in a small cafe Elliot
caid it was time to get back to the bus as it
was leaving at Spm.

On returning to the hotel we had tea at 7.30
then it was time for the do something night.
Down in the ' chaired the evening,
‘, asking everyone ; folk sang, Alison
| the songs, some ' ed and Pete and Gillian
even tried gi k.O es and vocal
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we asked the drivers to play our special J

It was the first time some of the car

was singing along,
jumba, jumba....

After dinner we had a quiz which Pete and Derek won,
Elliot and Blair won the much coveted wooden spoons.
Then Pauline did a pass the parcel game, every time she
said right the parcel was to be passed to the right and
every time she said left it was to be passed to the left,
this proved to be very funny and as much a task for the
carers as the VIP’s.

It was then time to pass the bell onto Thursdays leader
Alison, who was very emotional. Then it was off to bed
for a good nights sleep as Alison had a very

busy day planned for us all.

Elaine & Lorna







Day 7 : Thursday 22nd September

Everyone was up smart for breakfast today and
once we had all had a good feed Gordon asked that
we all met in the front lobby for our group photo. We
all had to wear our blue T-shirts and line up in front of
the hotel while Marita took the photo for us. We than
all burst into song, singing Happy Birthday to Pete. We
then got loaded on the bus as we were going on a boat
trip to Waren. Brendan and Vern took us to Robel where
the boat was waiting for us. Gordon took me to get the
tickets while everyone else had a cuppa on the bus.

Once they had all finished their cuppa it was time to —
get on the boat. The boat was lovely and very roomy. Lots
of photos were taken both below deck and up on deck
when some of the more adventurous ventured outside.
| | Birthday boy Pete treated us all to a drink and we sang the

“= | Jumbulance song to the other passengers. Unfortunately
when we arrived at Waren it had started raining and had
turned cold so instead of having lunch outside as planned
we had it on the bus where it was warm and dry. Our
bellies full it was time to head for the hotel.

Everyone disappeared to their rooms to get ready for the
fancy dress party and at half past seven we all met again
in the front lobby. Everyone was laughing at each others
costumes, all of which were very good, we had Super
Heroes, Knights, Cowboys, Jimmy Krankie and of course
Queen Victoria, who else could the group leader be?

After another photo call and a conga round the dining
hall it was time for tea. Then it was time for the

. birthday cake before the floor was cleared for the
disco. Disco all set up we were all raring to go

after topping up our energy levels. We danced

and sang all night and a great time was had by all,
Derek even won a prize for best fancy dress and
Superman flew past for a visit. The evening ended
with the handing over of the bell to Marina, Fridays
group leader.

Alison & Laura.

Revenge is
Ketchup
flavour!
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Day 8 : Friday 23rd September

Everyone had a long lie and leisurely
breakfast. This morning was a relaxing
morning, SO people could go a walk
along the street and towns shops

for last minute souvenirs. 1 bought
some postcards 10 cend to friends

and family. We all went to the local

ice cream parlour for lunch. Crepes
and ice creams were ordered and

enjoyed by all.

After lunch it was time to head back to the front of the
hotel for an afternoon i ide. Theride took in
the monument on the o d and then it
was off into the woods. When we

e VIP's fed the horses

he weeks packed junches.
go and pack our suitcases SO Brend

" joaded that night.

At 4 o'clock everyone gathered in the reception for the
presentations. As group leader 1 led the way. Gordon
presented Marita, who organised everything at the hotel
for us, with a gift from the group, a raved letter

Gordon presented a
us of the trip and a cert
Champion Bowler.

We then had some time to kill before dinner and an
evening slidesho m the week. At the end |
slide show 1 Il onto Martin. Then
veryone had an early night as we were leaving very
early on Saturday morning.

1 have really enjoyed this holiday.
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Things Said on The Holida;g

Ped the crumps off Dennis
ﬂ‘-‘“ep

s trousers:, Dennis -

"I'might have been
saving them for laterl”
After receiving a kick from Alison: - Lesley - “That was GBH ,Lorng You saw
that” Alisop - A'm no gaun therel” (BGH)
Sook sook SO0k sook blaw accordion Player in mys;c man ~ Gillian
Look at a)f those apples on the tree” Glenise -~ | don't like apples...
they are njca when they're Cooked!”
- " Ilooked every inch of my 60 years” - Glenisa
Elliots f:."qvourfte "What day is aromatherapy night?” - Brendan
tipple Laura - “ff Alison would just stop SPeaking for twg Mminutes I might get an houyrs

peace!”

nagement I haye

d complaint to Make!”
ot getting an jce C

~ Alison on
ream.
Viral Staircase — Pauline

been oot the back o’ this holj

-7 Anti-gestion tablets - LesleyJ
Twould Jike to speak to the ma
.es

day” ~ Gordop ¢
uruppin the neibouring town - Gordon
Centre of the middle... in the round circle - Gillian
Pauline - * g4 are we goj hen we get off the bys? Gordon | in ve
3 serious and Measured voice - No. We will do it when we get off the hys”
Gordon explains in intricate detajl how Glenjse is to drrange, decgo
the birthday Cake , Glenisa -
N

Lesley floor like jt's MOVIRG?" Paylina -
» R “Glair plinks rag” — Pauline (Blair drinks red)
wcﬂ)p%

“Back on terracottz” - Brian
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